
“EVER LEARNING, AND NEVER ABLE TO COME TO THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.”   2 TIMOTHY 3:7

 At first glance this verse might seem to be an oxymoron, but 
as we shall see it is far from it. Imagine if you will, that 

you are in college English class. Day by day you study to learn about 
various rules of syntax and punctuation and how to express yourself in 
your writing. You work very hard to learn it, and then, as always, there 
is the dreaded test. You take the test and apply all that you have learned 
on your term paper and turn it in. The professor grades it and returns it 
to you with a failing mark and a special note at the bottom, “you do not 
understand the subject matter”. You approach the professor and inquire 
as to why you made such a terrible grade. He tells you that you did not 
follow the rules of writing and failed to make your point.  Infuriated, 
you pack your books, leave the classroom, and go next door to a new 
English teacher and repeat the class (keep in mind we are pretending). 
In this class, however, you make a passing grade but do not change 
anything in your writing. You are now better satisfied but still not fully 
satisfied so you move to yet another new English teacher and repeat the 
class. This time you make an A, but you still have not changed one thing 
in your work. You continue this practice  throughout all of your college 
courses until you graduate with honors. 
 We all know that the above story is pretty far fetched (maybe 
not too far fetched these days!).Would you be surprised if I told you 
this almost inconceivable type of practice was basically happening in 
the first century church during Paul’s day, and that it still goes on in the 
religious world today? 
 Let us notice the context of the verse at hand and look at what 
Paul was dealing with here. Paul knew that Timothy had rough days 
ahead of him in his evangelistic work. He says, “....in the last days 

with the problem until finally, this individual gave up on churches. So 
what we have are people who are in dire need of spiritual help, but  when 
they begin to search for it they find so many different sectarian bodies, 
and they cannot get a straight Biblical answer. This is one scenario that 
we notice, but there are also other situations in which people are trying 
to find the truth in deeply divided sectarian religions. They will never do 
so! 
 Do not get discouraged, there is good news- we have the Bible 
to guide us into all truth. We can find answers for our problems, what 
ever they are, but you must study the Bible and learn what God has 
said.  We need to be willing to, as Paul said; “Put on the whole armour 
of God,(Eph.6:11) and Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a 
readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 
(2 Corinthians 10:5-6) 
 Are you willing let the knowledge of God captivate your mind 
instead of man? We are here to help!† - James Cossey
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perilous times shall come.” (It might also be helpful to notice the term, 
“last days” deals with the whole Messianic period. It is speaking of the 
days after the crucifixion of Jesus until his second coming. We are now 
living in the last days as were Paul and Timothy, but that can be another 
study for  later). So what would be the troublesome or perilous times of 
which Paul was speaking? Let Paul describe them for us; 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. (2 
Timothy 3:1-5)

Please notice the words Paul uses to describe these people for time and 
space will not allow us to go into detail. This is a description of base, 
immoral, selfish, bragging, lying, mean, out of control, power hungry 
deniers of God - men that should be avoided! 
 Next, Paul begins to explain and illustrate why Timothy (as all 
Christians then and now) should turn from and avoid these base sort of 
fellows. “For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead 
captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”(2 
Timothy 3:6-7) Paul says these men will slip into houses and prey on 
“silly women” I have heard all manner of ill informed explanations 
concerning this verse of which are not even worth mentioning. Paul was 
in no way beating up on the opposite sex, but he was simply describing 
their spiritual condition. The word “silly” is in the diminutive form and 
indicates immaturity and a lack of spiritual growth-possibly even babes 
in Christ. Because of this immaturity, they were, as Paul said; “laden 
with sins”. In other words, they were burdened or oppressed by their 
sins and did not know how to deal with them. This, dear reader, is the 
devil’s playground, and he has his Gnostic demons ready to descend 
upon you with great pleasure!
 Notice what can result in an untrained, weak and vulnerable  
Christian’s life. They are lead captive because of their various desires 
or, as Paul said; “divers lusts”. The phrase “lead captive” is a very 
interesting one. Notice the definition - to make captive, take captive, 

to lead away captive, figuratively, to subjugate, bring under control, 
to take captive one’s mind, captivate: (Thayer). What we have here is 
an example of ill trained or immature Christians “silly women” being 
brought under control by the evil men that Paul mentioned earlier. This 
brings us to our text which is the title of this article.   
 Now let us review just a bit and see where we are. We have 
learned worldly, base, or ungodly  men would infiltrate the church, 
and pray upon weak and vulnerable women. The evil men would take 
control of the “silly women”, take advantage of their weakness and lead 
them captive. What were the results of them having been lead captive? 
They were, “Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth”. They were ever learning or always gaining knowledge, 
but the problem was that they were being taught by false teachers who 
were teaching everything except the word of God. They were receiving 
the wrong type of knowledge! Our verse says these ladies were laden 
or burdened with sin, but it seems they were not willing to take them to 
God. Instead, they shared them with immoral, highminded  men who 
would offer false information and false hope in an attempt to ease their 
burdens or salve their consciences. As a result of the false doctrine 
being accepted, they would never come to a full knowledge of the truth 
that would actually set them free from their burdens. “Ever learning” 
implies that if a silly one could not get the answer she desired she would 
go to another teacher, and if not that one, another until she would get the 
“right” answer! Sound familiar?
 Have you ever spoken with someone who fits into this category? 
Or perhaps you find yourself as these poor souls were, ever learning, but 
never coming to the knowledge of the truth.  Where are you looking?
 I recently spoke with a person about their divorce situation. They 
informed me that they had been raised in a religious home and had even 
attended a “Christian school”. They also began to tell me that they had 
been to several churches since the divorce and had learned more Bible 
on their own than any of those churches had offered to teach. I have no 
doubt that was the case.
 This a classic example of what is happening in the religious 
world today. You have an individual who becomes troubled whether it be 
marriage, alcohol, drugs, or just life’s issues with family, work, friends 
and so forth. This dear soul indicated to me that in a time of distress they 
turned to churches, but each one provided  a different answer for dealing 


