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 WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH EASTER?
 Many religious folk will be surprised to learn that the “Easter Holiday” is nowhere found in the Bible.  

The word “Easter” actually occurs only one time in the King James Version (Acts 12:4), but it is a 1611 
substitution – not translation – for the original Greek word, “pascha” (I do not know why this occurred). If one will 
notice carefully the very same King James translation correctly translates “pascha” as “passover,” in all of the other 
28 verses where the word is used. 
 If you are of the belief that the aforementioned verse will in some way help support your love and dedication 
to what has become known as “Easter Sunday”, I would like to reason with you for a moment from the scripture (Isa-
iah 1:18). We must first, as always, look at the context of any given verse to get the full meaning of it. So what do we 
have in the context of this verse? In Acts 12:1 we have Herod, and who was Herod? He was the grandson of Herod 
the Great, Herod Agrippa I, and yet another one of the fiendish, political thugs in the line of Herods. He was always 
seeking favor with his Jewish brethren, and we find in Acts 12:2 one way in which he sought it; And he killed James 
the brother of John with the sword.(Acts 12:2) Next, we see that since this seemed to stimulate the Jews’ thirst for 
blood and treachery, it prompted Herod to go even further to capture Peter; And because he saw it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) (Acts 12:3) This brings us to the 
passage at hand; And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of 
soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. (Acts 12:4) So, let us get this straight 
in our minds. We have in the context a Jewish king who, with a murderous act, killed James the brother of John- a 
Christian, and in the process realized that the act appealed to the Jews’ hatred of Christians. By this he was moved to 
execute another faithful servant, the apostle Peter, but suddenly decided that he needed to halt the execution process 
against these Christians (Acts 11:26) until folks finished participating in a religious holiday called “Easter”. Now 
just to reemphasize, if Easter is indeed what the sectarian world says it is, you have in this context devout Jews who 
hated every facet of Christ’s divine appointed purpose, every element of His church, and His followers, taking time 
out and participating in, or at least paying homage to, a ceremony that supposedly (according to the religious sects) 
honors Jesus’ successful mission and his being raised from the grave which the Jews were responsible for putting him 
in! (Acts 2:22-23) Does this make any sense at all? No, and when we look at the context, we can soon learn why. If 
you are a careful reader you noticed in verse three this statement, “and then were the days of unleavened bread”. Ah, 
it was the days of the feast of unleavened bread and what was that? It was the feast of the passover. You may now be 
asking, “What does that have to do with anything?” It has a great deal to do with the word “Easter” because this word 
is a mistranslation of the greek word “pascha” (or as we would know it “passover”) which was the seven day feast 
celebrating God’s “passing over” the homes of the Israelites as he recognized the blood of the lamb that had been 
spread on the door posts preceding the exodus from Egypt. What can we learn about this feast from the scriptures? 
It was a seven day Jewish feast that lasted from “Sabbath to Sabbath” In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. (Exodus 12:18-
19) We also read, The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I 
commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou camest out from Egypt. (Exodus 34:18) 
If, perhaps, you are reading this and are inclined to believe that Acts 12:4 is your “Easter” verse, it is not! It pertains 
to the Jewish feast day, not the man concocted ceremony that we are discussing. 
 Another point that I believe might help along this line. If we look at the book of Mark we notice, And when 
the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that 
they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre 
at the rising of the sun. (Mark 16:1–2) This passage is dealing with the days immediately following the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus.  Notice if you will the words, ”when the sabbath had ended”. Do you remember what we 



learned about the passover feast? It was from Sabbath to Sabbath. Therefore, the so called “Easter verse” is done away 
with in this passage. The religious sectarian Easter that so many believe in and practice is impossible even according 
to Acts 12:4!
 If it is the case that the Bible nowhere mentions the celebration of Easter, how and why does it get so much 
attention from the so called  “protestants” who make up the majority of the sectarian community?  I will refer you to 
a quote from a great article written by Caleb Robertson on this matter,    

 “Someone might explain, “It’s a celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead!” Doesn’t 1Corinthians 
11:26 say we should do that on every Sunday, not just once a year? The church in the New Testament was 
meeting every first day of the week as seen in Acts 20:7: “And upon the first day of the week, when the disci-
ples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his 
speech until midnight.” Was the New Testament church really gathering every Sunday to break bread? Yes, and 
the Bible proves that in multiple passages. John 20:19 says on the same day (first day of the week) the disciples 
assembled. In John 20:26 we find the Disciples assembled again on the first day of the week. In Acts 2:42 we 
find the Apostles assembling with the church on the day of Pentecost which according to Leviticus 23:15-16 and 
Exodus 20:10 is the first day of the week. 1Corinthians 16:1-3 says the collection is to be taken on the first day 
of the week. Does it say “every week?” No, but somehow denominations decided that the command to collect 
money is an every Sunday thing, but communion is not? I’m confused by that.”        

 Now let us look at what the Bible says about participating in these types  of religious activities; 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ. Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of 
men? (Colossians 2:8,22) Jesus also addressed this problem,  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men. (Matthew 15:8–9) I will conclude with another quote from the previous author, 
 “Some might say: “Caleb, you should be happy that people are showing up for Easter Sunday.” You know, 
I am just not happy that there is a great number of society that only attends worship one day a year. I find that to be 
a terribly sad thing, and I find it sad that the religious leaders promote such. God wants your WHOLE life (Romans 
12:1-2), not just your April 12.” †
 
                        James Cossey
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