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IS IT  POSSIBLE TO FALL AWAY?
 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they 

shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. (John 10:28–29)
 Among many sectarian organizations there is the widely believed doctrine of impossibility of apostasy. It is 
sometimes referred to as “perseverance of the saints” or “once saved always saved”. Basically this doctrine teaches 
that once you become a child of God your eternal salvation is guaranteed. This false doctrine has been prevalent in 
the sectarian arena for many years, starting as early as the mid 1500’s with John Calvin. It is very revealing to notice 
the end results, or logical conclusion, of this particular false doctrine. Let us notice some quotes from advocates of it; 

“We believe the Scriptures teach that such are truly regenerate, being born of the Spirit, will not utterly fall away 
and finally perish, but will endure unto the end; that their preserving attachment to Christ is the grand mark 
which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that a special providence watches over their welfare; and 
they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.” ( Hiscox, XI. The Perseverance Of Saints, page 
53 Cobb Publishing reprint)  

 Also, in the late 1800’s Sam Morris, a Baptist preacher in Texas, wrote a small pamphlet espousing this dam-
nable doctrine; 

“We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, what he says, his 
character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his 
soul... All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the ser-
vices he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, 
all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the 
sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger...The way a man lives has 
nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul...The way I live has nothing whatsoever to do with the sal-
vation of my soul.”  (Do A Christian’s Sins Damn His Soul?, Sam Morris, First Baptist Church, Stamford, Texas).  

 In a four night discussion there were four propositions discussed between Marvine Kelly (Christian) and Dr. 
Albert Garner (Baptist sect). The fourth proposition was(we encourage you to read this debate; icotb.org/Kelly-Gar-
nerDebate.pdf ); “The scriptures teach that a child of God, once saved by the blood of Christ, cannot so live as to be 
finally lost in hell.” There were a series of questions asked by Marvine Kelly and the answers given to those questions 
by Dr. Garner  were very telling. We will only notice a few;  Kelly’s Question: “If a child of God dies while drunk 
will he go to heaven?” Dr. Garner’s Answer: “If he is a child of God, and dies as a child of God drunk, he will go to 
heaven.Yes.” Kelly’s Question: “Can a child of God depart from the faith and still be saved?” Dr. Garners Answer: 
“Yes, one can depart from the faith and still be saved.” Kelly’ s Question: “Can a child of God lie? Again, If he 
dies before he repents of the lie, will he go to heaven anyhow?” Dr. Garners Answer: “Yes” (Kelly/Garner debate 
pp116-117) With just one or two of these questions reviewed, it quickly becomes plain as day just how deadly this 
doctrine is. One may read these questions and answers and be shocked and dismayed at what you read, but again, this 
is the logical conclusion of this doctrine and these men are simply being loyal to it. 
 The Bible plainly teaches us that a person who is a child of God  can so sin as to be lost eternally. We will now 
give a few examples to show this to be the truth of the matter. 1.) If it is impossible for a child of God to fall away 
or apostatize what is the purpose of scriptures such as: Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (1 Peter 5:8) Neither let us commit fornication, as some 
of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of 
the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon 



whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (1 Corinthians 
10:8–12) And a host of others? If God warns us about falling away then it is certainly a real possibility. If this were 
not true, then God would be wasting words, time, and effort, but God will never do that because he is never careless or 
wasteful with his words- or anything for that matter. It is also very important to understand that in the aforementioned 
passages Paul was writing to Christians! Let us continue with a few more scriptures that are devastating to this man 
made creed; For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. (Ephesians 5:5) Christ is become of no effect unto you, whoso-
ever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (Galatians 5:4) Again, Paul was writing these warnings 
to saved individuals! The list of scriptures is plenteous, but these few verses plainly show that the Bible refutes and 
condemns the once saved always saved doctrine. 
 I believe it is at least helpful at this point to show the root cause of man’s falling away. We started our article 
with the quote from John 10:28-29 wherein Jesus makes this statement; My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and 
they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. May I be quick to say I believe every word of this scripture, no one can take you from God. If this is true, and 
it is, then how do we reconcile this scripture with all those that teach we can be lost? First, we should ask why Jesus 
was making this statement. It had to do with what was in store for the disciples. Notice if you will; What shall we then 
say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? 
It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, (Romans 8:31–38). So, by putting these things into perspective, 
we realize Christ was teaching the apostles that they were going to go through a tremendous persecution, but that 
did not mean He was not with them. Many believed the false notion that bad things only happened to bad people (cf 
Job 4:7, John 9:1-2). Remember, being faithful and obedient to God does not guarantee “smooth sailing”, at times it 
brings the opposite. 
 There is a final aspect to be examined in this theme. If it is the case that we can not be snatched from the hand 
of God, and it is the case that when we become children of God we have a hedge about us that even the devil himself 
can not penetrate, (cf Job 1:10, 1 Peter 1:5, Jude 1:1) how is it the case that Christians can and do apostatize? The 
answer is found in James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
When one obeys the gospel(Romans 10:17, Mark 16:16, Luke 13:3, Romans 10:10, Acts 2:38), the only thing that can 
remove them from God’s protection is the pursuit of their own lusts, which brings forth sin and death. This is always 
a conscious decision of the individual, not someone else. Now we see how the Lord, with confidence, could make 
His statement in John 10:28-29!†
           James Allen Cossey
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