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SANCTIFICATION AS IT RELATES TO THE CHURCH AND CHRISTIANITY

 Sanctification is a very broad topic in the Bible. You can make several great studies pertaining to it. You 
can study it as it pertains to God, Jesus, disciples, husbands and wives, food, worship, blood, Gentiles, 

Jews, vessels of gold and brass, the church, Christianity, et al. So, as you can see this Bible subject can be a bit 
overwhelming at first glance. What I want to do is focus on (as our title suggests) what role sanctification plays in the 
church and Christianity. 
 First, it is necessary for us to understand what sanctification actually means. Often times we go to the various 
lexicons and expository dictionaries to help us understand Biblical terms. I will do so in this article and I would 
encourage you to do so as well with the word “sanctification”. However, as has been often said; “the Bible is it’s own 
best commentary” Let us first see  how it defines the term. God Said, And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify 
unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is 
mine (Exodus 13:1-2). In several verses following, Moses explains the practice of the feast of unleavened bread and 
then he says this, That thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh 
of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the Lord’s. (Exodus 13:12) Here we have the Bible’s own definition of 
sanctification; it simply means to set apart! Thayer in his classic lexicon gives us a wider range of meaning; 

to make, render or declare sacred or holy, consecrate. Hence it denotes 1.) to render or acknowledge to be 
venerable, to hallow: Mt. 6:9 (so of God, Is. 29:23; Ezek. 20:41; 38:23; [Lk. 11:2]; 1 Pet. 3:15 Since the stamp 
of sacredness passes over from the holiness of God to whatever has any connection with God, denotes 2.) to 
separate from things profane and dedicate to God, to consecrate and so render inviolable; a.) things (Deut. 
15:19; Ex. 20:8; 2 Chr. 7:16, etc.): Mt. 23:17; vs. 19; 2 Tim. 2:21. b.) persons. So Christ is said by undergoing 
death to consecrate himself to God, whose will he in that way fulfills, Jn. 17:19; 3.) to purify, (Lev. 16:19; 2 
S. 11:4); and a.) to cleanse externally, to purify levitically: Heb. 9:13; 1 Tim. 4:5. b.) to purify by expiation, 
free from the guilt of sin: 1 Co. 6:11; Eph. 5:26; Heb. 10:10, 14, 29; 13:12; 2:11 c). to purify internally by 
reformation of soul: Jn. 17:17, 19 (through knowledge of the truth, cf. Jn. 8:32); 1 Th. 5:23; 1 Co. 1:2

 Indeed, men like Thayer were brilliant, but if you noticed, God only had to use two words to explain 
sanctification, which shows us the ability the Lord has in communicating with us and the need for us to simply study 
the Bible. God provides every answer to every question we have! This however is not to take away from the study 
tools we have. We learn from these definitions the depth of and the necessity concerning the act or command of 
sanctification and the importance of it to the children of Israel, the first century Christians, and certainly present day 
Christianity, as we shall see.
 Let us notice a couple of Old Testament examples of God’s commands for sanctification and see just how 
serious he was (is) about it. And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire 
therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. And there 
went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.  (Leviticus 10:1-2) I have heard this 
verse quoted countless times concerning false worship, but to leave it at that particular place is to miss the point God 
is making. Notice if you will the next verse, Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I 
will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 
(Leviticus 10:3) So one lesson from this passage is indeed about false worship, but another and perhaps the greater 
lesson we often miss is the effect of it - strange or foreign worship does not exalt God as holy and inviolable. Another 
example from the Old Testament, And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the Lord met him, and sought to 
kill him. (Exodus 4:24) You may be wondering about the context of this seemingly obscure passage. Have you ever 
wondered why God was ready to kill the chosen leader of his people? It was all about sanctification! In Exodus 2:24 
it says that God heard the groaning of the people due to their bondage and that he; “remembered his covenant with 



Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob”. One stipulation in the old covenant was circumcision. Circumcision was 
designed by God to set the Jewish people apart from all other nations because they were the chosen ones to bring 
forth the seed promise. Moses had not circumcised his own son and now he was about to teach a whole nation about 
being faithful to God and keeping his laws! God will not tolerate inconsistency when it comes to serving him. In short, 
Moses had not sanctified God. In fact, the absence of sanctification is what kept Moses out of the promise land! (See 
Deuteronomy 32:51)
 The law of sanctification did not end in the Old Testament, but continued into the New Testament as well. If 
you are a Christian today you will have become one by being sanctified. Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind,  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.(1 Corinthians 6:9–11) How is one sanctified according to 
the new covenant? They are washed. How are they washed? They are washed through baptism, And now why tarriest 
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (Acts 22:16) 
 Once one has been baptized, or washed, he is new creature and will strive to live accordingly, I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:1–2) Neither yield ye 
your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. (Romans 6:13) Know ye not, that to whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience 
unto righteousness? (Romans 6:16) I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 
have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness. (Romans 6:19) It will do you well to study closely the concept of yielding in 
these passages and ask yourself some hard and honest questions!
 Once a person has put off their sins, having been buried with Christ in baptism, is raised in faith and walking 
according to his will by living and serving God (in other words sanctified), he is prepared to offer up true worship 
to him. Our worship to God sanctifies him, or sets him apart from all others. For we are the circumcision, which 
worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (Philippians 3:3)  In whom 
also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:11–12)
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. (John 4:23–24)
 My goal in this article has been to take a rather large topic and condense it down to just a few particular points 
that may help us all see the important role sanctification plays in our service to God. I would encourage you to make 
a study of this great Bible subject. You will be richly blessed!†        
           James A Cossey
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