
AN ANSWER TO A 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 

 The Jehovah’s Witnesses were established around 1884 by 
Charles Taze Russel. They were not known as Jehovah’s 

Witnesses until 1931 or so. Before then they were called Millennial 
Dawnists, International Bible Students, and before that Russelites after 
the man who founded them. In about 1939 they again reorganized call-
ing themselves the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society Inc.  I recently 
received a letter from a lady expressing her desire for us to pray for 
Jesus’ kingdom to come. She claimed to be one of Jehovah’s Witness. 
I thought it would be a good opportunity to expose some of their false 
teachings concerning Christ’s kingdom and in contrast, show what the 
Bible says about it. Here is the answer to her letter.
Dear  ,
 I thank you for your kind letter we recently received. It is not 
often these days we have people show interest in spiritual matters and 
for that, we are always appreciative.
 You are exactly right about the subject of good government. We 
have been praying diligently for our country’s leaders that they would at 
least recognize the God-given laws that we have in place and promote 
and protect them. It is vitally important that we remain free and able 
to do God’s bidding. In your letter you make this comment, “Millions 
of people pray for God’s government and don’t realize it. In Matthew 
chapter 6 verse 9&10, we read: “Our father in the heavens let your name 
be sanctified. Let your kingdom come. Let your will take place as in 
heaven, also on earth.”(NWT, jc) And you ask, “What are people pray-
ing for” You then write,”Jesus was teaching people to pray for God’s 
heavenly government to come.”
 While I certainly agree that Jesus taught his disciples to pray for 

11:23-26).
 Many more things could be studied concerning this great topic, 
but I believe this is sufficient evidence that the kingdom did come and 
is here now. As you first mentioned prayer I will close with a thought on 
prayer. We pray continually for unity in truth and that all false religions 
be dissolved. We pray that good people like yourself will study out of 
man-made sectarianism and become simply new testament Christians 
like you read about in the Bible. We would like study to with you more 
if you are interested.  
          
                                                     Sincerely,
          
                                                         James Cossey†
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the coming kingdom, I also agree that we should pray for civil govern-
ment (1 Timothy 2:1-2). The Bible, however, is very clear that we do 
not have to pray for  the kingdom to come. Why you may ask? You are 
correct in stating that Jesus was instructing the apostles to pray for the 
kingdom to come, but you are misinformed when you try to make a cur-
rent modern-day prayer of this. 
 Indeed Jesus wanted the apostles to pray for the kingdom be-
cause it had not arrived. Some questions need to be asked here, what 
was (is) the kingdom and if it indeed arrived, when did it arrive? This 
can easily be answered from God’s Holy Word. 
 We first learn in the Bible about this kingdom that was to be set up 
in Matthew 3:2. Here John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness speak-
ing of a kingdom being at hand or nearby. We next see our Lord directly 
after his great temptation in the wilderness preaching the same message; 
“repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)  We next 
notice the passage you cited wherein Jesus is instructing the apostles to 
pray for the kingdom to come and that his will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Now, it is poor Bible study to stop here at this juncture and 
say, “we must be praying for the kingdom to come today.” Let us con-
tinue and see what we learn. As we continue to read we find the disciples 
taught the kingdom of heaven was at hand (Matthew 10:7) In Matthew 
we have various and sundry things being said about the kingdom of God 
all of which of course need to be examined in context (sometimes it may 
be dealing with heaven as  God’s kingdom ie). In Matthew 16:18-19 
“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And 
I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Now we have more in-
formation about this kingdom that was at hand. Notice carefully, Jesus 
equates the kingdom and church here as being one and the same. As we 
continue to read in Matthew we notice this very important statement by 
the Lord, “Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his king-
dom.” (Matthew 16:28) When we read Mark’s account of this he adds 
another detail  “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there 
be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they 
have seen the kingdom of God come with power.” (Mark 9:1) We learn 

from these few passages that a kingdom was coming, it was at hand or 
near, it should be prayed for, and it would come in the lifetime of some 
of those in the Lord’s presence. If your doctrine is true we have some 
very old people living on the earth. Does the Bible show us anything 
that would help us know when it came? Yes! We read in Acts 2:1-36 
about the great and notable day on which the church/kingdom of Christ 
was inaugurated. Acts two was simply a fulfillment of several Old Tes-
tament prophecies. For example, we read this, “And it shall come to 
pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with thy fathers, 
that I will raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I 
will establish his kingdom. He shall build me an house, and I will stab-
lish his throne for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and 
I will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from him that was 
before thee: But I will settle him in mine house and in my kingdom for 
ever: and his throne shall be established for evermore. According to all 
these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto 
David.” (1 Chronicles 17:11–15) This was fulfilled in Acts two notice 
in particular Acts 2:29-34.  
 Now notice what you read concerning the kingdom after this 
prophecy was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. “Praising God, and hav-
ing favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47) Remember that our Lord equates 
the church and the kingdom. We read in Acts 8:12 about a kingdom be-
ing preached about, “But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women.” We learn of people being translated 
or moved into the kingdom, “Who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:” 
(Colossians 1:13) We have John’s record which says, “I John, who also 
am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 1:9) 
We have the Hebrew writer’s record that says, “Wherefore we receiving 
a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:” (Hebrews 12:28) 
The Lord’s supper was to be observed in the kingdom, (Luke 22:17-18 
Matthew 26:29). When do see this occur? Every first day of the week 
those in the kingdom/church partook of the Lord’s supper (1Corinthians 


