
HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE 
 IF WE NEGLECT SO GREAT SALVATION?

  Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them 

slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgres-
sion and disobedience received a just recompence of reward; How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him; (Hebrews 2:1–3). There are different ways one can be neglectful 
in their spiritual life according to the New Testament. We want to no-
tice the word “neglect” the writer uses in this passage and try to make 
some applications. Before we do that, it may be helpful to examine the 
context in which the statement is made. The book of Hebrews was writ-
ten to Jews that had been converted to Christianity. Hence the book or 
letter to the “Hebrews”. In chapter one, the writer begins by reminding 
these Hebrew Christians how God, in a particular or sequential way, if 
you will, delivered the plan of salvation. They had become Christians 
as a result of their obedience. He points out that in the past God at 
“sundry” times (the word used here means many portions or piecemeal) 
and “divers manners” (the word used here means various methods or 
forms) spoke to the fathers. We have and an excellent example of the 
sundry times and divers manners in Numbers 12:6-8, And he said, Hear 
now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make 
myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him 
will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; 
and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then were ye 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? Next, the Hebrew writer 
points out that the message and mission of salvation were not given to 

dull hearing. It is so easy to let the traditions of our fathers dictate to 
our minds what we should listen to. In the case before us, these brethren 
were being encouraged to neglect the greatest thing that could/would 
ever be offered to them and go back to a system that God had nullified. 
The writer points out that the new scheme of redemption was “great”. 
Why was it great? Because it was first spoken by the Lord himself and 
then confirmed by them (apostles) that heard him. What a slap in the 
face of God to be unconcerned and careless for so great salvation. God 
help us to be better listeners!†
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the angels, but were given to the superior Christ the Son of God. So 
the fundamental point of chapter one is to show the purpose, nature, 
and eternal position of Christ and that the message he presented was of 
utmost importance. 
 As we start reading the second chapter, we have a better un-
derstanding of why the writer is urging these brethren to “...give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip.” The things heard would be the commands 
and promises pertaining to the saving power of the gospel. What is the 
gospel? It is the good news concerning Jesus Christ and his divine plan 
for man to be saved! What did Christ and his apostles teach in the “last 
days”? Jesus preached “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 4:17). He declared that he would build his church which was 
the kingdom (Matthew 16:18-19). The apostles would preach the same 
message, “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” until the day 
of Pentecost, at which time the message changed. Why the change? Be-
cause Jesus had fulfilled all righteousness, been crucified, raised from 
dead, and had returned to the Father. The keys (truth) that the Lord 
promised Peter (Matthew 16:19) could be used to open up to the world 
the new Christian system that nullified the old system (Colossians 2:14). 
The kingdom had come just like it was promised! The new message 
was plain and simple; Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). What 
was the result of the message preached? Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls.......Praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved (Acts 2:41-47). This is exactly what these “Hebrew Christians” 
had heard preached, had believed, and obeyed, yet they were in grave 
danger of losing it! Much more could be said about this, but our purpose 
is to point out why they had come to such a horrific crossroads in their 
lives. We can learn why if we simply look at what was written to them. 
The writer implores these brethren to, “give the more earnest heed”. 
This is translated from the words prosechein and perissoteros and has 
a double emphasis. “The verb prosechein translated “pay attention to” 
means not only to focus the mind on a thing, but also to act upon what 
is perceived. Failure to think and act on such important spiritual things 

as those which the Son has delivered is fatal” (Reese). We have an ex-
ample of this dual-action where the same verb is used, And the people 
with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hear-
ing and seeing the miracles which he did (Acts 8:6). We must always be 
active listeners. This was a problem area for these brethren. They were 
becoming lazy or dull listeners. While explaining Christ’s priestly posi-
tion in the new system of religion, the writer says this, Of whom we have 
many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing 
(Hebrews 5:11). What happens if one is not an active listener and starts 
getting lazy with his attention? The writer tells us, lest at any time we let 
them slip. 
 Now comes our final point. Why had these brethren become 
sluggish and slothful with their listening? The writer answers, How shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him; (Hebrews 2:3). The writer now reveals the real issue with these 
brethren. It was the fact that they were neglecting God’s great revela-
tion to them! As stated at the beginning of this article, the word neglect 
in the New Testament has several meanings. Here the word used for 
neglect means to be careless or unconcerned. We have already pointed 
out why this was the case. These brethren had become dull listeners. It 
is also interesting to note the fact that the writer says neglect, not reject. 
We often speak of the problem of folks rejecting the commands of God. 
Rightly so, for it is a terrible thing to reject what God has to say to us, 
but let it also be noted that we can be just as lost or condemned as one 
who rejects God’s commandments simply by neglecting them! We have 
a great example of this in the parable of the marriage feast, And Jesus 
answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, The king-
dom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for 
his son, And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the 
wedding: and they would not come. Again, he sent forth other servants, 
saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: 
my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto 
the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 
farm, another to his merchandise: (Matthew 22:1–5). The same word 
is used here and is translated “made light of”. They were unconcerned 
with the wonderful invitation the King had given! Their neglect was 
only a symptom of their sickness. The real heart of the matter was their 


