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                              REPENTANCE AND RESTITUTION  
 In the New Testament, there are three Greek words translated repentance (four if you count ἀμεταμέλητος 

“no regret” 2Cor. 7:10, Rom. 11:29). The two words that we want to focus on that get to the heart of the 
definition are the verb μετανοέω (metanoeo) and the noun μετάνοια, (metanoia). A lexical study of these can be 
technical, but the best, or at least to me, the simplest definition of these words is, “to change one’s way of life as the 
result of a complete change of thought and attitude with regard to sin and righteousness—to repent, to change one’s 
way, repentance.” (Louw- Nida Greek English Lexicon). We should understand as good Bible students that there is 
the prerequisite of repentance having to do with godly sorrow. Paul said, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of (unregretted jc): but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”(2 Corinthians 7:10) I 
refer you to Acts 2:36-38 for a great example of this teaching.
 Consideration should be given to the fact that repentance is an effect of faith. Or we could say, “faith is a pre-
requisite of repentance”. The Bible clearly shows this. For example, “Now when they heard this they were pricked in 
their hearts.” (Acts 2:38) This could also be shown in a logical sense from the context of the above scripture (2 Cor-
inthians 7:10). Surely, it was the Corinthians’ faith in the message they had heard that prompted their godly sorrow. 2 
Samuel 12 provides another example of how godly sorrow was produced in the life of David.
 Godly sorrow is only part of the process. Another action required is that we forsake the sinful life we are liv-
ing. Not only must one cease doing evil, but they must also to learn to do good, which the Bible refers to as “repen-
tance unto life”. Writers of old have referred to this as “reformation”. It may also be referred to as transformation 
with the same result. What we have then, in essence, is sorrow for sin and evil producing a change in life motivated 
by a hearing of the gospel. 
 Since repentance is, indeed, completed in a reformed life it also brings us to another point. True repentance 
carries with it the concept of reparation. Once a person has repented of their sins they must of necessity address the 
effects of their sinful life. What is meant by this? I will use an excerpt from an old-time gospel preacher to help illus-
trate the point being made here; 
“Peccator wounded the reputation of his neighbor Hermis, and on another occasion defrauded him of ten pounds. 
Some of the neighborhood were apprised that he had done both. Peccator was converted under the preaching of Pauli-
nus, and, on giving in a relation of his sorrow for his sins, spoke of the depth of his convictions and of his abhorrence 
of his transgressions. He was received into the congregation and sat down with the faithful to commemorate the great 
sin-offering. Hermis and his neighbors were witnesses of all this. They saw that Peccator was penitent and much 
reformed in his behavior, but they could not believe him sincere because he had made no restitution. They regarded 
him either as a hypocrite or self-deceived, because, having it in his power, he repaid not the ten pounds, nor once con-
tradicted the slanders he had propagated. Peccator, however, felt little enjoyment in his profession, and soon fell back 
into his former habits. He became again penitent, and, on examining the grounds of his falling off, discovered that he 
had never cordially turned away from his sins. Overwhelmed in sorrow for the past, he resolved on giving himself up 
to the Lord, and, reflecting on his past life, set about the work of reformation in earnest. He called on Hermis, paid him 
his ten pounds, and the interest for every day he had kept it back, went to all the persons to whom he had slandered 
him, told them what injustice he had done him, and begged them, if they had told it to any other persons, to contradict 
it. Several other persons whom he had wronged in his dealings with them, he also visited, and fully redressed all these 
wrongs against his neighbors. He also confessed them to the Lord, and asked Him to forgive him. Peccator was then 
restored to the church, and, better still, he enjoyed a peace of mind and confidence in God which was a continual feast. 
His example, moreover, did more to enlarge the congregation at the crossroads than did the preaching of Paulinus in 
a whole year. This was unequivocally sincere repentance.”  
The Bible teaches this concept in numerous places, Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall 



commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the Lord, and that person be guilty; Then they shall con-
fess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto 
it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed. But if the man have no kinsman to 
recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be recompensed unto the Lord, even to the priest; beside the ram of the 
atonement, whereby an atonement shall be made for him. ( Numbers 5:6–8) It should be noted that if you trespass 
against your fellow man you trespass against God as well (See also Leviticus 6:1-7)! You may be thinking, “Well 
that is way back there under the old law and that does not pertain to me.” That would be a misfire because the New 
Covenant teaches the same thing! Notice what Zaccheus the tax collector said to Jesus; And when they saw it, they 
all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto 
the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as 
he also is a son of Abraham. (Luke 19:7–9) Here we see Jesus approving this principle fourfold! We read again of 
the Lord making this statement, “Thou shalt love that neighbor as thyself.” (Matthew 22:39) Do we try to do for our 
neighbor as we do for ourselves? Would we want our neighbors to keep from us that which was wrongfully taken? We 
would not! We would want them to restore it just like we would restore to them what is due. Hopefully, the picture 
is now more clear. “Indeed, it is difficult to conceive it possible for the heart of a man to be wholly subjugated to the 
will of the Lord and he not feel a desire to restore any thing unjustly taken from any one. If his pretensions be real he 
will make restitution if in his power to do so. We do not mean that all this must be consummated before remission of 
sins and adoption into the family of God can take place; but we insist that the disposition or purpose of heart must be 
present before the party is in a fit frame of mind to further obey God in anything.” (T.W. Brents) “If, then, anyone is 
convicted in his own mind, that has injured the person, the character, or the property of his neighbor, by word or deed, 
and he has the power, by word or deed, to undo the evil he has done, or to restore what he has unjustly taken away, 
he will certainly do it if his repentance be according to either the law of Moses or the gospel of Christ. Otherwise his 
repentance is of no value: for God cannot, without trampling on his own law, and dishonoring his own character, for-
give any man who is conscious of any sin he has done to any man, unless to the utmost extent of his power he make 
good the injury he has done.” (A.Campbell) May we truly have a penitent heart and always be willing to go the extra 
mile to make reparations for our wrongdoing.†
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