
THE GREAT SEPARATION 
MATTHEW 25:31-46

 In this passage of scripture the Lord presents the great and 
dreadful day that he returns from heaven to execute the final 

judgment of the world. Christ’s return will be a wonderful day for those 
that are faithful and righteous, but it will be a calamitous and horrible 
day for the unrighteous and unfaithful. 
 The Bible teaches us that God will call a great court into session 
and not one soul will be exempt. Notice what the Bible says, And before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:(Matthew 
25:32). For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: (1 Thessalonians 4:16). For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10). And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea 
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to 
their works. (Revelation 20:12–13).
 The judgment scene is set with the great King upon his throne 
accompanied with a mighty host of angels ready for the heavenly call to 
carry out the sentences.  On this day the Lord will first address the sheep 
or those on his right hand. These of course represent the righteous for 
he will say to them, “Come ye blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you...”(Matthew 24:34) He then gives, in detail, various 
works that are performed by these righteous ones. Our little friend 
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them that diligently seek him. We also learn that faith comes by hearing 
(Romans 10:17). Once one has heard and believed one must repent of 
their sins, I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish. (Luke 13:3). Next, we are taught to confess our faith in the 
resurrected Christ (Romans 10:10). Finally, we are to be baptized into 
Christ (Romans 6:3-4, Acts 2:38). Only then do we have the assurance 
that we have been added to the “fold” or “flock” by entering through the 
door! Jesus came to this earth and died on the cross to save mankind. 
Notice how Peter makes the connection with the Lord’s teaching when 
addressing the elders in the church, The elders which are among you I 
exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being 
lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. (1 Peter 
5:1–3) There is one Shepherd, and he is only the shepherd over one 
flock- the church! Christ knows his sheep!(Ephesians 4:4-6)†
      James Cossey



“for” appears in verse thirty five (refer to 1-10-21 issue on “for”) which 
assigns a reasons for the blessing. Notice if you will, they, took in the 
stranger, fed the hungry, gave drink to the thirsty, clothed the naked, 
and visited the prisoners. Truly great fruits of righteousness! Then the 
Lord will turn his attention to those on his left, the unrighteous, in order 
to pronounce the curse that is due them. Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels: (Matthew 25:41) Then again, he 
assigns the reason; they did not feed the hungry, take in the stranger, 
give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked,or visit the prisoners- the polar 
opposite of the righteous.
 We should notice an interesting principle here. In both instances 
the indirect activity principle is affirmed. Notice how our Lord stated 
it, And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. (Matthew 25:40)  When we work in God’s 
kingdom-the church, it is important to remember that we are indeed 
offering service to those we come into contact with, but in essence we 
are offering our service to the Lord and for his cause.
 The Lord now turns his attention to the unrighteous and with the 
same words reveals their non service with the addition of the ominous 
words “Inasmuch as ye did it not (emp.jc)...” Next he reveals the curse 
for the delinquencies of the  unrighteous and the reward for the righteous. 
(Matthew 25:41,46)Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels: And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: 
but the righteous into life eternal.
 I believe it is fitting and hopefully not too overstated to close this 
point with the fact that Jesus starts with the righteous and invites them to 
come and enjoy their inheritance prepared. To the unrighteous he says, 
depart from me ye cursed into everlasting fire. He starts and ends in the 
same manner with these two lessons. Why? Emphasis!
 Now there may be those in the religious world that are reading 
this thinking that the only thing necessary to hear those pleasant words 
of reward from Jesus at judgment is to serve and do good to their fellow 
man. I would agree it is certainly part of the equation, but it is not all that 
is involved.  Notice the words of the Lord again, And before him shall 
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, 

as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: (Matthew 25:32) How 
would the Lord know a goat from a sheep to enable him to separate 
all nations one from the other? We will let him tell us, I am the good 
shepherd, and know my sheep and am known of mine. (John 10:14) 
The context  of this chapter is very fascinating. Jesus had earlier stated 
“I am the door of the sheep... I am the door: by me if any  man enter 
in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”(John 
10:7,9) Then he says, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.” In order for us to understand this teaching 
we must apply some hermeneutic principles. Many will fail to recognize 
that the Lord was using an allegory to drive  home this great truth. An 
allegory differs from a parable in that it uses a figurative application 
with actual facts while a parable often times uses something that could 
happen or as Dungan says “supposed history” (Dungan pg. 259). With 
this in mind notice several applications Jesus made. First he speaks of 
shepherds that came in some other way and compares them to thieves 
and robbers. Next he speaks of the shepherd that enters in by the door; 
the porter welcomes him in, the sheep hear his voice as he calls them by 
name, and he leads them out. The shepherd then goes out before them 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  Do you notice 
a certain trend here? It is all about recognition! The sheepfold represent 
the church, the door represents Christ, and his disciples are the sheep. 
Now with these few things in mind let us again examine verse nine 
of this chapter and make the proper application.  Jesus said, “I am the 
door” this represents the way of entrance into the sheepfold that is the 
church and there is only one way into it. All of these references point 
to the fact that Christ is the only way to salvation. The honest student 
cannot read these passages and come away with anything else. The Lord 
made it very clear that if any other religious teacher or “shepherd”offers 
a different way of salvation, he is simply a thief or robber! How many 
thieves and robbers are there today? Thousands! 
 Jesus clearly teaches that we need to listen to his voice and, 
when we recognize it, follow it. What has he said for the lost to do in 
order to be recognized by him? Remember he is “the door” and also the 
“pasture”, so he offers the entrance to the way and food for us when we 
get in!  What qualifies us to go through the door? First, there must be 
faith. Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 


