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THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN 

 When one studies the Bible, it does not take long to realize the marvelous role that women had in God’s 
glorious plan of salvation. In the very beginning, we learn of a promised seed through woman: “And I 

will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). Without the woman, there would have been no savior! 
        We read of many great women in the Bible. In the book of Exodus, the Bible introduces to us a godly woman 
whose name was Jochebed, the wife of Amram. This woman showed great faith and courage when she defied the 
wicked Pharaoh’s law. “And Pharaoh charged all his people saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast in the 
river, and every daughter ye shall save alive” (Exodus 1:22). Jochebed’s faith led her to hide her “goodly child,” 
and when the time came, by faith she put him in the river in an ark, not knowing what would become of him. It 
was through this faithful and courageous act and the providence of God that Moses, one of the greatest leaders of 
the Israelites, grew up to serve God. In that same period of time, one must not overlook the faith of the midwives. 
They, like Jochebed, were faithful to God and not to man. They were ordered by Pharaoh to murder the male 
babies as they were born, but they refused to do so and note the reason why,“But the midwives feared God, and 
did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive” (Exodus 1:17). 
        We read of David’s great-grandmother Ruth, an ancestor of the Christ. Ruth was a woman of faithful dedi-
cation and determination to do right. Note her beautiful words as recorded in the book that bears her name. “And 
Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee or return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go: and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: where thou diest, will I 
die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me” (Ruth 
1:16-17). 
        We read of Esther and her great faith. She was willing to die for God’s purpose and glory. “Go, gather to-
gether all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 
day; I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: 
and if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16). 
        In the New Testament, we can learn of many great and godly women. We can read of faithful Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. We learn of the poor widow who had enough faith to cast all the money she had into the treasury. 
We learn of Martha and Mary, close companions of the Lord. In the book of Acts, we read of Dorcas, Lydia, and 
Priscilla. Great lessons could be taught pertaining to all the women mentioned. This list is not exhaustive by any 
means, but it will suffice to show that godly women were needed and used in Old Testament times and New Tes-
tament times as well. This need has not changed. In fact, if it were not for some great wives and mothers, there 
would be a lot fewer faithful men to carry on the work of the church. To this, we would all agree. 
        Since we have shown that God uses women in his work, we need to understand their role in the church 
today. We should not waiver to the right nor left from God’s instructions pertaining to them and their work. Paul 
taught Titus about the important role women have in the scheme of redemption, Titus 2:1–5 But speak thou the 
things which become sound doctrine: That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in 
patience. The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given 
to much wine, teachers of good things; That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, 
to love their children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed. Notice the emphasis on the role of homemaker, housewife, and teacher! What 
great good it would do our nation if we would get back to this great godly principle! To even think that women 



are somehow less important than men is ridiculous.
 Paul taught Timothy about the role of women in conduct. “In like manner also, that women adorn them-
selves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array. But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. Let the woman learn in silence with 
all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For 
Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the trans-
gression. Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness 
with sobriety” (I Tim.2:9-15). 
        Notice some of the instructions Paul gives pertaining to what a godly woman must be. 1) A godly woman will 
know how to dress. Today, it seems that things get shorter, tighter, or sometimes just plain sloppy. The disturbing 
part about this type of clothing is that many of my sisters in Christ are advocating the wearing of such, and have 
no shame in doing so! I believe Jeremiah was dealing with the same problem in his day when he said, “Were they 
ashamed when they had committed abomination? Nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: 
therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the 
LORD” (Jer. 6:15). Brother Taylor made these comments on how women were to adorn themselves: “Women are 
to adorn (make attractive) themselves not by daring displays of female flesh or by external displays of hairdos, 
expensive jewelry and extravagant garments but by the wearing of modest apparel and the proper manifestation 
of shamefacedness and sobriety.” It would do the church well if preachers would preach on this and elders would 
enforce God’s laws on the matter. Men need the same lessons as well! 2) The woman’s behavior is to be that of 
quietness and submission in public worship (vs.11-12). This is where we have so many problems today in the 
religious world. It is not uncommon to see or hear of a woman “pastor” or women serving in various leadership 
roles in the sectarian world. The same situation exists in the Lord’s church as well.  We find elders and leaders of 
the Lord’s church allowing women to teach mixed classes, serve on the table, make announcements, pray in wor-
ship service, and such like, we should be horrified! It has been the case that in some churches of Christ women 
have even been allowed to preach. What a disgrace to the Lord! When this occurs, God’s people should take the 
sword of the Spirit and defend the bride of Christ. The Holy Spirit says, “I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but be in silence” (1 Tim 2:12). This simply means that the woman cannot be the 
domineering one in the public worship and it is time for us to realize this. This is not a rule man has concocted. 
It is a law given by God, and those who disagree with this law should take their grievance to Him. 
        The woman’s role is very important to the success of the church, the family, and the home. What a great 
honor that role is for the woman! If and when this role is abused and misused it brings nothing but hurt and de-
struction to the Lord’s church, the home, and the nation. We should always recognize the beauty and glory that 
women can bring into the church, but we must never alter God’s word.† 
                                            James Cossey
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